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“When he was at the table with them, he
took bread, gave thanks, broke it and
began to give it to them. Then their eyes
were opened and they recognized him.”
Luke 24:30-31

Luke 24:30-31

q
S

©0000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000

SPIRITUAL THOUGHTS

OK, I admit it! | think differently about most everything. Take the Christmas season for instance. Most
people are worried that Christ will be taken out of Christmas. It will never happen! Why?

Because Christmas is not dependant upon humans, it is dependant upon God, solely upon God. Now |
don’'t want to give the impression that we can sit on the sidelines while corporate and secular Americatries
to rob the world and creation of one of the four most important events ever to occur (first was creation by
God, second the birth of Christ, third the death and resurrection of Christ, and lastly the outpouring of the
Holy Spirit). Noticeif you would the four most important events are not our doing but the Trinitarian God,
whom we worship.

Christmasis secure, because it is God' s action not ours. The world may drift back to a mere “winter
solstice” understanding, because it cannot handle a simple truth. That simple truth is God was, is, and
always will be active within human history. Thisiswhat separates the Biblical understanding of God from
the “watchmaker” view of God.

Let’s go back to Christ for amoment. | was thinking about the carol “Silent Night, Holy Night”. When
Franz Gruber penned this very heart-moving carol, he probably thought of the awesome moment that
occurred; the moment of God' sincarnation in our reality so that we might have graceto livein God's
reality. While Gruber is right on the money, there isthe “alternate reality” spoken of by John when John
says that the “world knew him not” (see John 1). When Christ was born, it was anything but still and
quiet. Witness the fact that the shepherds were “out in their fields.” They were working. Herod was warm
and cozy in hispalace. The high priests were probably tucked into their beds. All was not calm; all was
not bright in the world that night. |mmediately, the clash of two realities, the one that passes away and the
one that redeems, renews, sustains, and is eternal.

Unfortunately, these two “readlities’ are in opposition to each other. Just witness again the rising struggle to
“remove” Christ from Christmas. The call upon our lives, as Christians, is to live the reality of God, a God
who humbled himself and took the form of a servant. We are called to live in the redlity of an incarnate
God who came into a dark, cold, and dying world. Christmas comes whenever Jesusis given room in our
hearts.

As we begin yet another year, may Jesus always find room in our hearts!

Stan Lewis
2005 Community Spiritual Director
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Incoming Board Members Outgoing Board Members

A warm welcome is extended to the following new Many thanks to the following board members for their
board members, along with thanks for their faithful service to our community!
willingness to serve our community!

Laypersons. David Hollowell, Wanda Lancaster,
Laypersons: Andy Anderson, Ru Frazier, Lynne Scott, Ann Thur

Debbe Gastmeyer, Wanda Loy Clergy: Martin Armstrong

Clergy: Dennis Draper Community Spiritual Director: Stan Lewis

Community Spiritual Director: Janine (will remain on the board as clergy representative,
Y oungstrom replacing Joe Wingfield)

CHURCH OF GOD CAMP

Many of you may remember a time when some of our community’s walks were held at the Church of
God Camp in Kenly. Due to problems with contracts, we were forced to discontinue using the camp
several years ago. The camp is now under new management and is interested in providing us with new,
more solid contracts. One of the main issues of using this camp is the amount of manpower that is
necessary to conduct a walk there. The camp requires a lot more set-up labor as well as kitchen labor.
Large spaces have to be petitioned off with curtains and all food has to be purchased/prepared by
members of our community. The board of directors would like your feedback before making a decision at
the March meeting. Please contact any board member prior to March 1, 2006 and weigh in with your
thoughts. Their names, phone numbers and email addresses are listed on the back cover of the newsletter.




OUR COMMUNITY NEEDS YOUR HELP!

Financially

Due to the low numbers of
pilgrims on recent walks, our
community has had to rely on
the generous donations of our

community to cover walk
related costs. We continue to
ask for your financia help, but
also request that you keep our
community in your prayers. If
you are willing/able to help,
please send your donation to
the address listed on the back
cover of the newsletter.

Pilgrims

We continue to experience a low
number of applications for walks,
especially men's walks. It has been
said before that sponsorship is the
backbone of our community. As
numbers of applications drop, walks
might have to be cancelled. Please
be in prayer for someone to sponsor,
being forever mindful that Emmaus
is not for everyone. If you need an
application, please contact Ben &
Anne Shepard at 252-583-3761 or
print one out from the website.

Support Team

The men’'s walk is just around
the corner, Feb. 16-19. The
Support Team (behind the
scenes) needs more help for this
walk! If you are willing/able to
work behind the scenes during
the men’s walk (you don’t have
to be male to work behind the
scenes for a men's walk!)
please contact Cindy Rivenbark
at 910-289-2736 immediately.
Any and al help is greatly
appreciated!
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ST.JAMESUNITED METHODIST CHURCH NON PROFIT

2000 6™ Street
Greenville, NC 27858

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

ORGANIZATION

www.gbgm-umc.or g/cfemmaus

2006 BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Lanie Shive, Lay Director
lanie@stjamesumc.info 252-355-3622
Perry Wike, Asst. Lay Director
PLWke@aol.com 910-489-4249
Debbe Gastmeyer, Secretary
gastmeyerfamily@earthink.net 252-527-2858
Dee Keuvelaar, Treasurer
2by2photo@earthlink.net 910-872-0202
Rev. Janine Youngstrom, Spiritual Director
jtyoungs@nc.rr.com 252-237-71054
Tommy Shaw, Past Lay Director
tshaw1963@ao0l.com 910-231-4252
Andy Anderson
aanderson@havelocknc.net 252-223-3350
Ernie Brame
becu@coastalnet.com 919-284-1155
Randy Dockery
randy.dockery@mosescone.com 336-616-1256
Rev. Dennis Draper
fumcmtolive@earthlink.net 919-658-2637
Ru Frazier
Fremont, NC 919-242-3215
Jim Hix
jimhix@cox.net 252-756-2970
Rev. Stan Lewis
satlewis@earthlink.net 252-583-6271
Wanda Loy
samloy@intrstar.net 910-592-419%5
Rev. Travis Moore
prayinitin@uno.com 919-580-9436
Hizabeth Ramos
eramos@nc.r.com 910-486-8633
Anne Shepard
ananben@aol.com 252-583-3761

If you wish to make a donation to the Cape Fear
Emmaus community, please mail to:
Cape Fear Emmaus
c/o Dee Keuvelaar
10410 N.C. Hwy. 53 West, White Oak, NC 28399

Keep in touch by attending Gatherings! Monthly gatherings are taking place at a location near you!

Clinton
1% Friday-Grace UMC
Wanda Loy 910-592-4195

Wilmington
2" Friday-location varies
Al Tenpenny 910-458-3993

Fayetteville
2" Sunday-Haymount UMC

Georgianna Simpson 910-488-8511

Bladen/Columbus Counties New Bern/Jacksonville/Havel ock
3 Friday-location varies 4" Friday-location varies
Kathleen Clark 910-645-6826 Lynne Scott 252-637-9759

Greenville Raleigh/Cary

3 Friday-St. James UMC 4" Friday-White Plains UMC
Ron Capell 252-524-5446 Becky Stafford 919-469-4608
Kinston Goldsboro/Fremont

4" Friday-Westminster UMC
Haywood Smith 252-522-3334

Date varies-Fremont UMC
Martin Armstrong 919-242-4062



